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NOTES AND NEWS 



To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Sci- 
entific Methods 

Gentlemen: I desire to make this brief statement of the aim and 
contents of my " Principles of Pragmatism," which is about to be pub- 
lished. 

The most significant fact in recent philosophy is the conscious demand 
for a reconstruction of its method — not merely a patching up of the 
existing machinery of reflective thought, but a fundamental reconsidera- 
tion of its whole purpose and procedure. This reconstruction implies : 

1. The breaking down of the customary division of philosophy into 
theory-of-knowledge and theory-of-reality, and the treatment of these as 
phases of a general theory-of -experience. The course of discussion in the 
past few years between the leading schools of thought has made evident 
the need of a new statement of the issues involved Neither idealism nor 
empiricism, neither absolutism nor pluralism, has been generally accepted. 
The truth must lie somewhere in their uncriticized postulates. The 
present work is an attempt to set forth the necessary assumptions of a 
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philosophy which is conceived as itself just method become self-conscious. 
Thinking is managing experience. Philosophy is method in such man- 
agement. 

2. The synthesizing of the fundamental underlying ideas in a form 
■which the man of average intelligence and education may understand. 
In these days when the different branches of philosophy have themselves 
become professions, and the language which they speak has become as 
unintelligible to the layman as the technicalities of the special sciences, 
the need of this is obvious. It is the hope of the author that this book 
will aid in clarifying the meaning of the word " pragmatism " which at 
the present moment stands for so many apparently contradictory things 
to the minds of even its professed exponents. It is not the aim to con- 
struct a system, but to illustrate the workings of pragmatism as a 
philosophical principle in setting forth the basal conceptions of the new 
philosophy of experience. H. Heath Bawden. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



From Professor Lloyd's article on " Plato's Philosophy as a Meditation 
on Death " in the July number of the Harvard Theological Review, we 
take the following : " Plato's vision of another world was more than an 
interesting pagan anticipation of the Christian belief in heaven. So to 
view it would be to make it only accidental or miraculous; a result that 
would neither bring credit to Plato nor deepen the truth of Christianity. 
It was indeed an anticipation, but also it was Plato's own answer to, his 
very natural defense against, that blindly obstinate, brutally selfish, 
ingenious, but not genuine, conservatism of his time. His other-world 
realism was relative to the persistent unrealism at Athens. It was, again, 
just his cry of victory, his triumph over the despair, deeply evident to 
him, of Greek civilization." 

The July Century contains an article by Professor Ladd on " The 
Business Morals of Japan." It is an attempt to estimate the charge that 
the business morals of the Japanese are of a relatively low order, and 
makes the following statement about the teaching of ethics in Japan: 
"In all the government business colleges and schools of commerce the 
study of ethics now forms one of the principal topics of the required 
course. Indeed, from the primary grades of the public school to the 
graduate classes of the university, morals is one of the subjects most 
insisted upon in the national system of education." 

The Athens correspondent of the London Times reports that two 
archeological discoveries of considerable importance have been made. 
The excavations carried out in the Altis or sacred precincts of Olympia, 
near the great altar of Zeus, under the superintendence of Professor 
Dorpfeld, have resulted in the discovery of interesting remains of the 
Neolithic period, including house-vessels and implements. Thus it is 
evident that Olympia was a place of human habitation more than two 
thousand years before Christ. In Sparta the members of the British 
School have brought to light a large number of interesting terra-cotta 
figurines of the fifth century before Christ. 



